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ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you haven’t received 
your pin, it’s because you 
haven’t picked it up from 
the ! eld, or we don’t have 
your current info. Please 
contact Ken Boria at 
kboria@yahoo.com.

The Country Squire Modelers 
meet at the East Norwalk Library, 
51 Van Zant Street (side entrance) 
on the second Monday of every 
month. In June, July, and August, 
we meet at the ! ying " eld at Sher-
wood Island. In the event of rain, 
we will meet at the Library at 7:30.

Meeting Schedule
May 14 — Library 7:30 p.m.
June 11 — Field 7:00 p.m.
July 9 — Field 7:00 p.m.

Minutes from the 
April 9, 2007 Meeting

     resident
   Jon Chappell 
called the 
April 9, 2007 
meeting of 
the Country 
Squire 
Modelers to 
order at 7:46 
p.m. Twenty-
! v e members signed in. Jon read the minutes of 
the March meeting, and the minutes were read and 
accepted.

President’s Report: Jon welcomed back Pete 
Covello to the club. Jon relayed the progress of 
the school group who visited us a few months ago; 
their aviation club placed second in a statewide 
competition, and Jon read a thank-you letter from 
their teacher.

The club contact list has been ! nalized, and Jon 
produced hard-copy printouts of the Excel sheet. 
Updated electronic copies will also be distributed by 
email.

The runway committee met by conference call the 
previous week, and discussed several solutions 
for the ! eld, including paving of the runway. The 
! n dings of the committee will be presented during 
the meeting.

The work party was scheduled for Saturday, April 
21st, with a rain date of Sunday, April 22nd. Bob 
Waldhaus reported that he has been working on the 
dirt pile all along, and that work would be minimal. 
Bob said he’d work on the drainage after the ! eld 
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clean-up, and as a separate job from the runway 
paving and pit-area covering.

On the matter of the runway paving, Jon read a 
letter from Pat Cuttrone, now in Florida, offering 
his suggestions, including a $1,000 donation toward 
paving costs.

Jon advised that we’re still waiting on an AMA 
response regarding the club’s liability and retaining 
control of the two additional ! elds, Allen’s Meadow 
and Taylor Farm, but that his advice is that we should 
continue to carry the ! elds, and that the club per se 
has no particular, or additional, liability exposure. 
Responsibility rests with the individuals involved in 
any incident.

Pete expanded on that point, and clari! ed that it’s your 
own insurance that is paid out ! rst before the AMA 
steps in. He also stated that no one is covered who 
• ies at Sherwood Island unless they are AMA and a 
member of our club. Shaun Pritchard wanted to seek 
clari! cation on this point, so Jon agreed to bring that 
up in his conversation with the AMA.

Announcements: There will be Whitman Flyers 
Swapmeet held on Sunday, April 22, in Melville, NY. 
Ric Taylor said that he will donate the Telemaster that 
he bought from Bob Waldhaus to be the club trainer. 
Shaun thought we had a couple of club-owned buddy-
box setups, but we don’t know where they are.

AMA : George Woods received the sanctions and 
insurance certi! cates for all three ! elds, so we’re all 
current for 2007. The paperwork will be stored in the 
! l es maintained by the acting Secretary. 

George and Pete were excused to set up for the 
judging of the winter build-off.

Treasury: Ric Taylor disclosed that we had $400 in 
disbursements, so the treasury balance is $4,200.

Membership: Ken Boria said that a couple of more 
people have renewed with the AMA, but not everyone. 
Ken will update the spreadsheet, which includes 
contact info, AMA numbers and frequencies, and 

circulate it via email before the May meeting.

Website: no report

Saftey: no report

Field: Shaun estimates that it will be between 
$20,000 and $40,000 to repave the ! eld, based 
on the range of quotes from contractor bids 
thus far. He is currently researching a material 
that goes under roadways that is stretched 
tight over crushed stone. He needs to do more 
research, because there are a lot of choices. It 
was discussed that it was unlikely an assessment 
would be agreeable to all 75 members, so we’ll 
continue to explore our options.

Shaun brought in a sample of a surface with 
a rubber-bead ! ll that’s used as a bed. He 
advocated using sand, which would pass through 
the covering and settle underneath. Questions 
were raised about the sand silting up or getting 
in our engines, but Shaun assured there would be 
no more sand produced than that which is already 
there, blown over from the beach.

Returning member Jimmy Pascale was 
acknowledged for the clean-up work he had 
done on the ! eld so far. Jon pointed out that even 
a heavily discounted price for paving was out 
of our range, and that we should continue with 
our plan on covering the pit area ! rst, to see 
how viable an alternate surface is. Keith Reilly 
brought in a sample of some indoor-outdoor 
carpeting Stratford installed in 1985, used for 
their pit area. They put it rubber-side up, he said, 
and it held up well. Ric volunteered to get prices 
for indoor/outdoor carpeting from Home Depot. 

Ric also said that in a park in New Canaan, there 
are rolls and rolls of AstroTurf. Keith said people 
in the club should check with their local schools 
to see if they’re ready to change. Ric volunteered 
to ! nd people ready to dispose of their old 
surfaces.

Faye Stilley brought up the issue that our pilot 
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stations were too close to the runways, and there 
was general agreement on this was true. Faye 
reminded the club that Phil D’Ostilio had been 
working on a “compromise distance,” that was 
further from the runways, but not too close to the 
pits (as AMA regulations would put us).

It was asked if a 50/50 contest would help bring in 
money, and it was decided we could try it. It was 
agreed we’d hold a 50/50 for the next meeting to 
see how it went. Julius Greenberger volunteered 
to run the 50/50. Lou Mel!  agreed to help. Faye 
suggested we have some anonymous form of 
contributions, such as a bucket at the ! eld or 
meetings where people could contribute small 
amounts over time. More suggestions for revenue  
included tag sales, swap meets, and • y-ins.

Old Business: none

New Business: Ric welcomed Blair Bucciarelli 
back to the club, after his recent absence. Blair 
responded that he was now bionic, so everyone 
better watch out. 

Bob asked if we still planned to cover the 
taxiways and the pit areas in an alternate material, 
and should he go ahead and order the stone dust 
in anticipation of that plan. It was decided that 
he should, as this was a low-risk way to explore 
alternate surfaces for the runway, in addition to 
expensive paving. Shaun said that after pricing 
and researching materials for the pits, more 
research needs to be done.

One suggestion was to waterproof the ! eldbox. 
Corrugated roo! ng, pitched and caulking were 
suggested. It was left to Keith, the builder, to 
decide on the best approach. 

Show and Tell: Judges George Woods and Pete 
Covello announced the winners of our Winter 
Build-Off  Contest. They are as follows:

SCALE ARF
1. Alfred F. - Zero
2. Julius G. - Dr I
3. Bob W. - Ultimate

SCALE BUILD-UP
1. Jack M. - T-38 Mentor
2. Kevin K.- D VIII
3. Keith R. - Citabria

JET
1. Norbert K. - Euro Sport
2. Norbert K. - Rocker

SPORT
1. Faye S. - Seabird
2. Richie L. - Showtime

ELECTRIC
1. Kevin K. - BD 5D
2. Pete C. - Edge 540

JUNIOR
1. Nicholas P. – Cub

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.

   Jon Chappell, Acting Secretary
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